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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, GE, GW 

SUBJECT: GDR CLOSES SPIEGEL OFFICE IN EAST BERLIN. 

REF: BERLIN 202 AND PREVIOUS. 

1 . ON THE AFTERNOON OF JANUARY 10 THE GDR FOREIGN 
MINISTRY NOTIFIED THE EDITORS OF DER SPIEGEL THAT ITS 
OFFICE IN EAST BERLIN WOULD BE CLOSED. EFFECTIVE IMMEDI 
ATELY. THE REASONS GIVEN WERE THAT DER SPIEGEL HAD 
MALICIOUSLY SLANDERED THE GDR AND ITS ALLIES AND DELIBER- 
ATELY ATTEMPTED TO POISON RELATIONS BETWEEN THE GDR AND 
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THE FRG. PARTICULAR STRESS WAS PLACED ON THE "SLANDERING” 
OF LEADING PERSONALITIES OF THE GDR. ACCORDING TO NEUES 
DEUTSCHLAND OF JANUARY 1 1, THE GDR FOREIGN MINISTRY 
REJECTED AN FRG PROTEST AGAINST THE CLOSING OF THE SPIEGEL 
OFFICE. THE MFA REPRESENTATIVE REPORTEDLY POINTED OUT TO 
FRG PERMREP GAUS THAT THE FRG CANNOT EVADE ITS RESPONSIB- 
ILITY FOR PREVENTING SLANDEROUS ACTIVITIES, WHICH ARE 
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DIRECTED AGAINST DETENTE AND NORMALIZATION. 

2. NEUES DEUTSCHLAND CONTINUES IN ITS EDITION 

OF JANUARY 1 1 TO RECOUNT INCIDENTS WHERE DER SPIEGEL 
CORRESPONDENTS HAVE BEEN REFUSED ACCREDITATION OR THROWN 
OUT OF OTHER COUNTRIES. ON THE SAME PAGE OF NEUES 
DEUTSCHLAND WHICH CARRIES THE SPIEGEL MATERIAL THERE ARE 
TWO SMALL ITEMS REPORTING THAT NEGOTIATING SESSIONS ON A 
VETERINARY AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE FRG AND THE GDR TOOK PLACE 
IN BERLIN ON JANUARY 10 AND ON A TRANSPORTATION PROJECT 
IN SOUTHERN WEST BERLINBETWEEN THE GDR AND THE SENAT, 

AND THAT FURTHER SESSIONS ARE PLANNED IN FEBRUARY. 

3. THE JANUARY 1 1 FOREIGN AFFAIRS WEEKLY HORIZONT CARRIES 
A LONG STORY ON CIA INVOLVEMENT IN USE OF THE MASS MEDIA. 

THE CIA STORY APPEARS TO BE LARGELY DRAWN FROM US PUB- 
LISHED SERVICES. IN A LEAD NOTE. PREPARED BY THE EDITORS 
OF HORIZONT, A CLEAR ASSOCIATION BETWEEN CIA AND FRG 
INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES IS ALLEGED. IT STATES FOR EXAMPLE 
THAT OF ALL IMPERIALIST SECRET SERVICES, THE FRG INTELLI- 
GENCE AGENCY COOPERATES MOST CLOSELY WITH THE CIA. IT 
CONCLUDES WITH THE OBSERVATION THAT THE REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE US AND OTHER NATO COUNTRIES DISTORT AND MAKE DIFFI- 
CULT THE WORK OF THE BELGRADE CONFERENCE WITH NEEDLESS 
NONSENSE IN AN EFFORT TO PLAY THE PART OF ADVOCATE OF 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION, THE DIGNITY OF MAN AND HUMAN 
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RIGHTS. 

4. COMMENT: THE CLOSING OF THE SPIEGEL OFFICE IN EAST 
BERLIN REPRESENTS A FURTHER ESCALATION IN THE GDR'S RES- 
PONSE TO THE PUBLICATION OF THE MANIFESTO. HOWEVER, THE 
PUBLICATION OF THE ITEMS ON THE ON-GOING NEGOTIATIONS 
SEEMS TO INDICATE THAT THE SPIEGEL AFFAIR NOTWITHSTANDING, 

THE GDR HOPES TO SEE A CONTINUATION OF BUSINESS AS 
USUAL. BOLEN 
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